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Welcome to the fourth edition of this little newsletter. The end of year AGM season is 
now over and I managed to attend 6 out of eight. My apologies to the two Groups 
whose meetings I missed but unfortunately commitments come in thick and fast at 
this time of year. It is always good to get out and attend these meetings and the 
enthusiasm displayed and welcoming reception, which I received from them all, was 
most encouraging.
Richard Davis, Area Chairman
Tel: 01453 762373  Email: richard@riana.plus.com

Area AGM
The Area AGM took place on the 8th December at Swindon Village Hall. Our thanks 
go to the Gloucestershire Walking Group who were responsible for organising it this 
year.

The meeting received the Officers reports, which had previously been circulated, and 
new appointments included Bernard Gill as vice chairman, Ray Chaney as secretary 
and Suzanne Zamze as co-ordinator for Area walks. Under Any Other Business Gerry 
Stewart addressed the meeting on the subject of the Local Access Forum which 
currently had a vacancy and on which walkers were not strongly represented. Kay 
Powell expressed an interest in becoming involved. Bernard Smith drew attention to 
recent government statements about the growing need to build more homes in the 
countryside including on green belt land. He urged members to be vigilant and 
proposed the setting up of a petition, either locally or by Central Office to give a lead 
on this.

Following the closure of formal business Benedict Southworth, Ramblers Chief 
Executive and our guest speaker, gave an address, which covered the full range of his 
activities since taking office in March.

Among the items reported were a visit to Buckingham Palace where he met with 
Prince Edward and representatives from other like minded bodies with a view to 
establishing a ‘Sports and Recreation Alliance’.



                      
                            Benedict with Richard Davis and Mavis Rear

He told us of a meeting which he had attended for ‘Britain on Foot – 2013’, an 
initiative, led by retailers such as Cotswold Outdoor, to get people walking. He also 
made reference to the Ramblers bid to promote and manage National Trails and talked 
about our involvement in the ‘Walking for Health’ initiative.

Of particular interest to representatives from affiliated clubs was an announcement, 
that the recent increase in their fees had now been reduced from £95 to £55. This 
followed pressure not only from the clubs but also from Ramblers Areas. 

Benedict also emphasised throughout his talk the importance of Ramblers volunteers 
and the need to provide effective support and training from Central Office.

Ramblers Website
Further details of the new website, which will be launched shortly, are now available. 
Central office have been working with a digital agency to introduce a refreshed 
design, improved structure, updated content as well as Ramblers Routes. New features 
include:

• Extensive library of high quality walking routes
• Dedicated sections for members and volunteers
• Easier ways to get involved by supporting campaigns, donating or 

volunteering
• Revitalised news section and events calendar
• Practical information to use while out walking
• Inspiring photography and stories

Plans for the new website were formed by feedback received from volunteers and 
members following a survey.

Growth and Infrastructure Bill
This Bill made a sudden appearance in Parliamentary schedules because a slot became 
available when the House of Lords reforms were dropped. It will have serious 
implications for planning law and the public’s ability to claim town and village greens 



in England. Certain clauses could have the unintended result of negating the effect of 
certain case-law which safeguards public footpaths from undesirable extinguishment 
or diversion. Ramblers are seeking assurances that this will not happen, seeking 
amendments to the Bill if necessary. 

Area News
As you are probably aware we did not find an Editor for Area News at the AGM. I 
will try and produce something myself for the next edition, although my word 
processing skills are severely limited. Reports etc are required by the 6th January and I 
would be grateful if you could forward them to me, preferably by email, by that date.

Footpath Work
Back in November I attended a meeting mainly to discuss concerns regarding 
footpaths in the AONB and in particular the effect of PROW cutbacks. The meeting 
was addressed by a Ramblers member from Avon Area, who had set up an area 
footpath repair and maintenance operation. He raised about £4000, bought equipment, 
including brush cutters, recruited 50 volunteers, sending some of them on courses to 
learn how to install and repair stiles etc. I know that there are some groups able to 
carry out this sort of work in Gloucestershire but it is by no means consistent 
throughout the county. I therefore have been floating the idea to produce a similar 
operation for us. First of all, however, we will need a volunteer to organise it. If you 
feel able to help please give me a ring or email.

Publicity material
Those attending the Area AGM and some of the Group AGM’s will have seen the 
banners and maybe the trestle table with the cloth emblazoned with the Ramblers 
emblem with which we have been supplied. These are with Bernard Gill our publicity 
officer and are for use by anybody in the Gloucestershire Area who needs them. They 
are ideal when giving talks and presentations and come complete with badges, 
balloons and pens.

Tony Drake memorial event
Plans for the Tony Drake memorial event are starting to take shape and we are 
looking to organise what will be a national event with a series of walks, organised by 
Gloucestershire Groups and Affiliated Clubs, culminating with a picnic near 
Painswick. Further information will be available shortly.
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